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Emerging Treatments in 
Diabetic Retinopathy

•Intravitreal steroids
•Anti-VEGF agents
•New drug delivery systems
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NEED FOR IMPROVED 
SCREENING

Treatment for DR may be 90% effective in 
preventing severe vision loss (VA <5/200)
However, the number of patients with diabetes 
referred by primary care providers for ophthalmic 
care is far below the guidelines of the ADA and 
AAO
25,000 cases of diabetes-related blindness occur in 
US each year
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U.S. DIABETES CENTER

18 million Americans affected
New case diagnosed every 40 seconds
Average life expectancy 15 years less 
than non-diabetic population
Diabetes kills 1 American every 3 
minutes
75% will die of heart disease or stroke
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PREVALENCE OF DIABETIC 
RETINOPATHY AMOUNG 

ADULTS
Approximately 4.1 million US adults 40 
years and older have diabetic retinopathy
Among adults with DM, estimated 40% 
have retinopathy and 8% have vision-
threatening retinopathy
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RISK FACTORS FOR 
DIABETIC RETINPATHY

Duration of diabetes
Severity of hyperglycemia
Hypertension
Retinopathy can accelerate during 
puberty and pregnancy
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